PRODUCT
EVALUATION

NOWLEDGE OF hitch weight |
(trailer tongue weight) is an
important part of putting to-
gether a safe, stable tow rig
and trailer combination. The proper propaor-
nion berween hirch weight and gross weigh
can help prevent trailer sway and/or over-
bnading of the hirch and other components
Due to widely varying load conditions, you can't
rely on the manufac
turer's brochure fig-
ures il you're looking
for accurate tongue
weight. Learning the
e weight requires a
trip to a public scale,
or use of a portable
beam-type commer-
cial scale or a hath-
room scale, provided
you understand the
mathematical lever-
age Factors imvodved
Enter the Load
Master, an inexpen
sive trailer-tongue
scale manufactured
by Sherline Products
Shedine is a company
that's experienced in
the design and manu-
facrure of precision
tools, and the compa-
ny's heritage shows
in the way the Load
Master 15 assembled
All component parts
are beautifully ma
chined and finished.
[he scale couldn’
be much simpler. Mot
counting the readout

part

MASTER
SCALE

Measuring hitch weight

is easy with this

urate dey

gauge, i has Just ong moving
the piston, with an O-ring seal,
which slides into a solid aluminum body with
an anodized linish. In essence, the scale con-
verts the tongue weight on the piston, which
places the hydraalic fluid in the scale under
pressure into a ||_':i|_||r|;._[ on the pressure gange,
which translates the fluid's pounds per square inch
(psi) inte pounds of wngee welght, The 0- to 1000-psi

gauge, for example,
reads as 0 to 1000
pounds of weight.
[hree weight ranges
from which o choose
include 0 to 1000, O o
2000, and 0 w 3000
pounds. The heavier
ranges woukd be most
useful for those who
need o measure flth-
wheel wmailer rongues
In operation, the
Load Master, with its
remivable center post
installed, is securely
supported and placed
under the hitch ball 1o
provide the most ac-
curate welght readour
For all pracrical pur-
poses, it can also be
placed under the
rongue jack, which,
while not directly
under the hitch, pro-
vides a figure thar's
close enough for aver-
age trailer setup. 1r's
also possible to un-
SCTEW [N CEMLET oSt
from the scale and
place the rrailer-

I8 TRATLER LiFE & Deotoper 1998




58 Taarcen Lire & OcroBER 1095

LoAD MASTER SCALE

wngue wheel in the bowl-shape wop of
the unit.

To check the Load Master’s accuracy,
we weighed a small trailer’s tongue,
and the scale reading was just shy of
300 pounds, Using an accurate sliding-
beam scale for comparison, the tongue
weighed 283 pounds. All things con-
sidered, that's acceptably accurate.

The Load Master owner’s manual
includes 10 pages of trailer-loading,
rongue-wekght and wwing theory before
it gets into use of the product. In that
respect, it's a valuable resource than
can answer a lot of questions relating to
the whys and wherefores of trailer-
tomgue loads and towing stabiliry.

Load Master has a suggested retail
price of $110 and comes with a one-
year limited warranty against defects in

This device might
be a nifty item for
ﬂnRV'
or an RV owner
club’s tool kitty.

materials and workmanship. This de-
vice might be a nifty item for an RV
ip or an BV owner club’s ool
kitry. Most users only need 1o weigh a
trailer tongue once or twice while set-
tng up a towing combination, after
which there is no need for another
weight reading until a diferent wailer is
in the works. OF course, trailerists who
regularly alter the load in a given wrailer
might also find the Load Master handy
for an occasional check o make sure
they're siill in the 11 percent-or-more
tongue-weight ballpark. TL

— JEFE JounsTon

Sherline Products Incorporated, Depart-
ment TL, 170 Navajo Street, San Marcos,
California 92069-2593; (800) 541-0735
or (619) T44-3674. CircLr 215 on READ-
ER SERVICE CARD,




